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Materia Prima 


"This being, that becomes; from the arising of this, 
that arises; this not being, that becomes not; from 
the ceasing of this, that ceases”. Buddha 


Materia Prima (Prime Matter) is posited as the matter which persists through a change in which 
one element (eg. water) turns into another (eg. air). The body of work Materia Prima is grounded 
in the reality of matter and in the inevitability of change, and tries to determine the relation of the 
one to the other by the external/internal process of memory. 


In terms of external memory, both living and non-living matter are open to the influence of 
external stimulation, and record it by physical or chemical reactions on the surface. Internal 
memory is also open to the influence of external stimulation, but emerges hidden, as the 
representation of an absent object. As the point of contact between consciousness and matter, it is 
where the past psychic life survives, in the depths of memory. Memories are determined by our 
perceptions. Perception measures our possible action upon things, and thereby, inversely, the 
possible action of things upon us. 


For me, the scarred surfaces of eroded concrete walls bear pictorial or otherwise expressive 
witness to the passage of time. Some things however infinitesimal or insubstantial are reminders 
that something significant has taken place. Walls embody the elemental phenomena of air, earth, 
water and fire. They symbolize evolutionary processes such as: chemical reactions, colour 
changes, decay, and desiccation. They are a skin and therefore bear metaphorical associations to 
the body. Our bodies are also objects of perception and reception, with skin being the true organ 
of memory. Walls and skin permanently record presence. Both take an imprint, arrive by 
accumulation, and are composed of the natural elements. Human body parts, such as organs or 
basic substances have been linked’ with other phenomena as follows: lungs (organs of breathing) 
to air; bones (supporting structure) to earth; blood (fluid substance that binds everything 
together) to water; head (seat of i!ic mind) to fire. 


I feel Materia Prima addresses {> vulnerability of matter, the contingent nature of the self as a 
changing fluid construct, and the (:ansience of reality. Each and every act is understood to have 


an effect on the larger web of life 


Maggie DoRego 
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